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AFRICAN APHIDIDAE— Part III.* 

By Fred. V. Theobald, M.A. 

The following are some new species of Aphididae found in Africa. The majority 
are from the collection sent me by Mr. F. C. Willcocks, Entomologist to the 
Sultanic Agricultural Society of Egypt. Others have been received by the Imperial 
Bureau of Entomology. 

Four previously described species are added, so as to keep these lists complete :— 

1. Macrosiphum dahliafolii, nov. sp. 

2. Aphis durantae, sp. nov. 

3. Aphis zizyphi, sp. nov. 

4. Aphis ficus, sp. nov. 

5. Aphis tamaricis, sp. nov. 

6. Aphis bauhiniae, sp. nov. 

7. Aphis huddleiae, sp. nov. 

8. Aphis mathiolae, sp. nov. 

9. Aphis mathiolellae, sp. nov. 

10. Aphis pruniella, sp. nov. 

11. Aphis pomonella, Theobald. 

12. Aphis pheidole, Theobald. 

13. Aphis acetosae, Koch. 

14. Siphocoryne pseudobrassicae, Davis. 

15. Hyabpterus insignis, sp. nov. 

16. Myzus pterisoides, sp. nov. 

1. Macrosiphum dahliafolii, sp. nov. (fig. 1). 

Apterous viviparous female. —Apparently deep reddish, with black tubercles on 
the body; black cornicles and cauda ; black antennae, except for base of third 
segment. Legs apparently yellowish-red, but the femora black, except just at 
base, a small dark area at base of tibiae, a large apical one and black tarsi. 
Eyes deep blackish-red. Antennae longer than body, arising from prominent frontal 
tubercles; basal segment much larger than second; both deep black, with a few 
hairs; third segment about as long as sixth and longer than fourth, with 56-68 
round sensoria, evenly distributed over its whole length, except just at the pale 
base and apex ; fourth longer than fifth ; sixth not quite as long as 4 -(-5, its basal 
area short; sixth segment paler than third ; in some the flagellum is quite pale; 
third to fifth imbricated; sixth markedly so a few stiff hairs on third to fifth. 
Some of the frontal hairs slightly capitate. Rostrum reaching nearly to the third 
coxae; apical segment longer and narrower than the penultimate; apex black. 
The black cornicles are cylindrical, slightly expanding basally; broad and a little 


*Part I—Bull. Ent. Res., iv, pp. 313-337; Part II—Bull. Ent. Res., vi, pp. 103-153. 
(C419) P 
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shorter than the third antennal segment, in some about as long ; the apex markedly 
reticulate, remainder imbricated. The black cauda is about half the length of the 
cornicles, acuminate, spinose; the spines in rows, longish and thorn-like; five 
pairs of lateral chaetae of pale colour; cauda about level with apex of cornicles. 
Anal plate black, spinose, with a few long hairs. Abdomen with stiff moderately 



Fig. 1. Macrosiphum dahliafolii, sp. n., apterous $ : A, head and antenna ; 
a, sensoria; B, cornicle; b, apical sculpturing; C, cauda; c, apical 

sculpturing ; D, body hairs. 

long pale hairs, some slightly capitate, arising from dark mammillae; the lateral 
edges of the abdomen in places have very short, fine spines. Legs with long, pale, 
thorn-like hairs, a few being capitate. The dark spots on the body are darkened 
areas around the base of the hairs. Length, 2 mm. 

Uganda : Kampala, 19. xii. 16 ( C . G. Gowdey). 

Food-plant. —Dahlias. 

Described from a number of apterous viviparous females sent in spirit, but with 
no colour notes ; the colour seems however to have been more or less retained and 
appears to be a rich reddish, with marked black abdominal spots. In general 
appearance it approaches the European M. solidaginis, but the structure of its 
antennae and cornicles is quite different. The only known species feeding on 
dahlias is Aphis rumicis (A. dahliae, Westwood). In some specimens the proboscis 
reaches well up to and even slightly beyond the third coxae and the cornicles vary 
in thickness and relative lengths. It feeds on the leaves of the dahlias. 

2. Aphis durantae, sp. nov. (fig. 2). 

Apterous viviparous female. —Very small (‘7 to '9 mm.). Greenish to yellowish 
tinged with green ; two conspicuous dusky areas on the head ; eyes black. Antennae 
with the two basal segments dusky; third paler; fourth smoky; fifth dusky to 
black. Cornicles dusky to black. Cauda shaded. Legs obscure ochreous; tibiae 
dusky at apex ; tarsi black. Antennae not quite half the length of the body ; basal 
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segment wider than second, but no longer; third longer than fourth; fourth and 
fifth about equal in length ; sixth about as long as fourth and fifth, its basal area 
more than half the length of the flagellum, but slightly shorter than the fifth. A 
small papilla on each side of the prothorax and two small lateral abdominal ones 
before the cornicles. Cornicles rather short and thick, expanding basally (some 
more so than in others), faintly imbricated. Cauda not quite as long as the cornicles, 

A - Ea rn 

8 . 

Fig. 2. Aphis durantae, sp. n., apterous $ : 

A, Head and antenna ; B, cornicle ; C, cauda. 

bluntly acuminate, with three pairs of lateral and one subapical hair. Anal plate 
somewhat darkened, with a few apical hairs. Proboscis reaching past the base of 
the second pair of legs; dusky at apex ; apical segment narrower and longer 
than the penultimate. Length, *7-9 mm. 

Egypt : Ghezireh, 31 .iii.1910 and 1913 (F. C. Willcocks). 

Food-plant. —Duranta. 

This very small Aphis, according to Mr. Willcocks, lives on the main and secondary 
veins, chiefly on the upper surface of the leaves of the Duranta. It occurs, he says, 
in small numbers only. 

Described^ from about 20 apterous females in conjunction with original colour 
notes, sent by Mr. Willcocks. 

3. Aphis zizyphi, sp. nov. (fig. 3). 

Alate viviparous female. —Very dark olivaceous to brownish^black. Eyes dark 
brown. Antennae with the two basal segments olivaceous to dusky ; third with 
basal half olivaceous, remainder dusky; fourth, fifth or sixth black. Prothorax 
green with blackish prothoracic collar (with a shade of obscure brown in it). 


r 9 



Fig.*3. Aphis zizyphi, sp. n., alate viviparous $ : 
A, head and antenna ; B, cornicle. 


Thoracic lobes black. Abdomen apple-green. Cornicles faintly dusky to dusky 
green. Cauda greenish, with base and apex faintly dusky. Wing insertions green ; 
cubital vein^green ; stigma smoky ; costa and veins dusky. The green abdomen 
has three dark lateral spots between its base and the base of the cornicles. Legs 
(C419) f2 
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with femora of first and second pairs greenish ochreous ; tibiae ochreous, dark at 
apex ; tarsi dark ; hind femora with apical half dusky ; tibiae as in the anterior 
legs. Antennae not as long as the body; first segment larger than second ; third 
about as long as the sixth, with 7-8 circular sensoria ; fourth longer than fifth, 
with 3-4 sensoria ; fifth with normal subapical sensorium ; basal area of sixth half 
the length of the flagellum ; the usual sensoria at apex of basal half ; all the segments 
imbricated. Proboscis reaching to third pair of legs ; acuminate. There are lateral 
abdominal papillae, one pair caudad of the cornicles and two pairs close together 
cephalad of them. Cauda as long as cornicles, spinose, with three pairs of lateral 
hairs, the apical pair curved inwards. Anal plate spinose, with a few long apical 
hairs. Cornicles rather short, slightly expanding basally, apparently spirally ringed 
up to nearly the apex, which is unadorned. Legs normal, with a few short hairs on 
the tibiae. Length, T8-2 mm. 

Apterous viviparous female. —Yellowish green, mottled with darker shades of green. 
Antennae of the same colour as the head, but apex of fifth and whole of sixth 
segments are dusky. Eyes dark reddish-brown. Cornicles yellowish green, dusky 
at apex. Legs yellowish green; tibiae with apices shaded; tarsi dark. Cauda 
yellowish green. Antennae shorter than body ; basal segment larger than second ; 
third longer than fourth and about as long as sixth ; fourth longer than fifth ; basal 
area of sixth half the length of the flagellum; sensoria on fifth and sixth normal. 
Cornicles moderate in size, slightly expanding basally, imbricated. Cauda nearly as 
long as the cornicles, spinose, with three pairs of lateral hairs, the apical pair curved 
inwards. A large lateral papilla betweep the prothoracic and mesothoracic legs. 
Length, T5-2 mm. 

Egypt: Gizeh, 31.xi.10 (F. C. WillcocJcs). 

Food-plant.—Zizyphus spina-christi. 

Mr. Willcocks found this species swarming on the end portions of the young shoots 
of Zizyphus which had grown up from the base of the trunk and also on any young 
growth on the trees. 

Zizyphus is a genus of the Rhamneae or buckthorn tribe. Zizyphus spina-christi 
occurs in Asia and North Africa, including Egypt. 

4. Aphis fiCUS, sp. nov. (fig. 4). 

Apterous viviparous female. —Head, thorax and abdomen a pale bright apple- 
green. Eyes very dark red to reddish brown. Antennae with the first and second 
segments of the same colour as the head ; the third to fifth segments pale ; the sixth 
smoky. Legs very pale yellowish or yellowish green; tarsi and tips of the tibiae 
shaded dusky. Cornicles of the same colour as the body, but the tips smoky. Cauda 
yellowish green.' Antennae not so long as the body; the first segment larger than 
the second; the third longer than the fourth, about as long as the sixth; fourth 
and fifth about equal in length ; the fifth with the usual subapical sensorium ; basal 
area of the sixth about one-third the length of the flagellum. Cornicles more or less 
cylindrical, with irregular transverse striae, showing a dotted appearance. Cauda 
about as long as the cornicles, spinose, with three pairs of lateral hairs. Anal plate 
spinose, with some long apical hairs. Length, 18-2 mm. 
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Alate viviparous female . — Head olivaceous ; eyes red. Antennae with first and 
second segments olivaceous; third to sixth dusky. Prothorax greenish ; collar 
olivaceous. Meso- and meta-notum olivaceous, with dark lobes, but ground-colour 
paler than head. Abdomen apple-green. Cornicles dusky. Cauda green. Legs 
with tarsi of first and second pairs ochreous ; tips of tibiae dusky ; third pair same 
as former, but the femora are shaded. Wings with pale or faintly greenish insertions ; 
costa faintly smoky ; cubitus greenish, very pale ; stigma faintly smoky ; oblique 
vein pale dusky. Antennae shorter than the body; first segment larger than the 
second ; third longer than fourth; fourth and fifth about equal; the third w'ith 
seven circular sensoria ; the fourth with one apical sensorium, as has also the fifth ; 
sixth with basal area one-third to one-half the length of the flagellum. Cornicles 
more or less cylindrical, with faint dotted transverse lines. Cauda as long as the 
cornicles ; with three pairs of lateral hairs ; spinose. Anal plate spinose, with a 
few apical long hairs. Length, l'8-2 mm. 



Fig. 4. Aphis ficus, sp. n. : A, head and antenna of alate $ ; 
a, cornicle; B, head and antenna of apterous $; b, 
cornicles ; C, wing of alate viviparous 

Nymph. —Head pale olive-green, slightly farinose ; eyes dusky brown. Antennae 
with first two segments olive-green ; third to fifth pale ; sixth smoky. Prothorax 
pale olive-green, farinose. Meso- and meta-notum a pale ill-defined yellowish-brown ; 
base of the wing-buds very pale greyish-green ; tips of wing-buds dusky. Abdomen 
pale yellowish-brown, suffused with green around the cornicles. Cornicles dusky. 
Cauda of the same colour as the abdomen. Legs yellowish ; tips of the tibiae and 
all the tarsi dusky. 

Egypt: Gizeh, Cairo, 6.vi.l4 (F. C . Willcocks). Uganda: Kampala, 2.i. 16 
(C. C. Gowdey). 

Food-plant. —Sycomore fig ( Ficus sycomorus). 

Described from a number of spirit specimens sent me by Mr. Willcocks, with 
colour notes from the live insects. It occurs in great numbers on the leaves of the 
sycomore fig tree, especially on the leaves which have been attacked by the Sycomore 
Fig Tree Psylla. These Aphids live in the empty pits left by the Psyllae. This 
insect bears some resemblance to Aphis zizyphi, but is apparently distinct, for the 
fourth antennal segment in the alate female has only one sensorium, not 3 to 4 as in 
zizyphi, and the cornicles of the alatae do not show the marked spiral ornamentation 
seen in the Zizyphus feeder. ft 
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Specimens sent to tlie Imperial Bureau of Entomology by Mr. Gowdey from Ficus 
sycomorus at Kampala are clearly the same insect, although the cornicles seem 
darker. 

5. Aphis tamaricis, sp. nov. (fig. 5). 

Alate viviparous female. —Greenish, with dark thoracic lobes. Head almost flat 
in front, or slightly rounded, broad. Antennae about half the length of the body, 
greenish; first segment a little wider than second; third longer than fourth and 
sometimes slightly longer than sixth, with 2-3 rather large circular sensoria ; fourth 
often with a single sensorium, as long as fifth, the latter with an irregular subapical 
sensorium and often another placed medially; the sixth very marked, the basal 
area being longer than the small blunt flagellum; normal sensoria at junction 
of basal area and flagellum; third to sixth segments imbricated. Eyes large. 



Fig. 5. Aphis tamaricis, sp. n. : A, head and antenna of alate $ ; a, a 2 , segments 
of antenna ; B, cauda and cornicles ; C, anterior wing ; c,, variation in venation ; 

D, head and antenna of apterous $. 

Proboscis reaching to base or just past the base of the second coxae. Thorax broad. 
Abdomen somewhat rounded. Cornicles rather short and thick ; cylindrical, slightly 
expanding basally ; green, dusky at apex, not so long as cauda, apex broad; 
slightly imbricated. Cauda green, spinose at the edges, less so on surface, broadened 
at base, with four pairs of lateral hairs, the last pair more or less curved inwards at 
the tips and arising from prominent mammillae; apex pale, bluntly acuminate. 
Anal plate green. Legs green, normal; a few hairs on the tibiae. Wings much longer 
than body; slightly tinted. (In some specimens the venation is abnormal.) 
Length, 1—1*3 mm. 

Apterous viviparous female. —Green, somewhat mottled and often darkened in 
the middle; with five to six small black lateral specks. Head flat to slightly 
rounded and broad in front. Antennae shorter than body ; first segment wider than 
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second ; third longer than fourth and a little shorter than sixth ; fourth a little 
longer than fifth ; sixth with basal area nearly twice as long as the short blunt nail¬ 
like flagellum ; sensoria on fifth and sixth normal ; third to sixth imbricated. Eyes 
large. Proboscis reaches to second coxae. A marked papilla on each side between 
meso- and meta-thoracic legs and two (?) pairs of lateral abdominal papillae. 
Cornicles dark green, thick, rather short, slightly expanding basally, broad at apex ; 
showing very faint imbrication ; not quite so long as the cauda. Cauda dark green, 
acuminate, spinose, with four pairs of lateral hairs, the apical pair curved inwards, 
at some little distance from apex and arising from marked tubercles. Anal plate 
small. Legs rather thick ; tarsi and apices of tibiae darkened ; tibiae with a few 
short hairs. In some the cornicles are thicker and shorter than in others and 
consequently much shorter than the cauda. Four short hairs on the frons. 
Length, 1-1 2 mm. 

Egypt: Ghizeh, 26.V.10 (F . C. Willcocks). 

Food-plant.—Tamarix sp. 

Described from a number of apterous and two alate females preserved in spirit. 
The specimens had retained a more or less greenish hue, but definite colours cannot 
be given. It is a very marked species; however, easily distinguished by the structure 
of the antennae, especially by the shortness of the flagellum and by the small 
number of sensoria on the third antennal segment of the alate female. Wing 
venation very erratic. Cauda long compared with the rather short, thick cornicles. 
The only species recorded from this plant. 


6. Aphis bauhiniae, sp. nov. (fig. 6). 

Alate viviparous female. —Head dark brown ; thoracic lobes black ; rest of body 
green. Sternal thoracic plates black. Proboscis pale. The green abdomen is 
darkened in the middle and has three pairs of black lateral spots. Cornicles brown. 
Cauda pale. Antennae pale, except just at the apex. Fore and mid femora pale ; 
hind pair dusky ; apices of tibiae and tarsi dark. Antennae not so long as the body ; 
first segment a little wider than second ; third longer than fourth, but shorter than 
sixth, with four to seven round sensoria, more or less equally separated ; fourth 
segment of about the same length as fifth ; sixth longer than four and five, its basal 
area rather less than one-third the length of the flagellum ; third to sixth imbricated. 
Head rather flattened in front. Eyes large. Proboscis reaches to the second coxae ; 
apical segment longer than the penultimate. Cornicles longer than cauda, slightly 
widened basally ; imbricated. Cauda projecting well beyond the cornicles, spinose, 
with three pairs of lateral hairs. Anal plate spinose, with a few long apical hairs. 
A papilla on each side of pronotum ; also one between the meso- and meta-thoracic 
legs and some on abdomen. Wing veins rather pale. Length, 1—1 *5 mm. 

Apterous viviparous female.—tGieen and mottled green. Cornicles dark greenish- 
brown. Cauda greenish, somewhat darker than body; apex of antennae dusky, 
also apex of tibiae and the tarsi dark. Antennae not quite so long as the body; 
basal segment wider than the second ; third a little longer than fourth ; not so long 
as the sixth ; fourth and fifth equal; apex of fifth and all the sixth darkened ; 
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basal area of sixth about one-third the length of the flagellum; third to sixth 
imbricated. Cornicles rather long, thick and dark; cylindrical, but expanding 
basally; imbricated; projecting beyond the tip of the cauda and nearly twice its 
length and longer than the third antennal segment. Cauda spinose, with three pairs 
of lateral hairs, placed on its apical half. Anal plate darker than the cauda ; spinose 
and with a few long apical hairs. A papilla on each side of pronotum and. one on 
each side of body between the meso- and meta-thoracic legs. Proboscis narrow. 



Fig. 6. Aphis bauhiniae, sp. n. : A, head and antenna of alate $ ; 
a, variations of sensoria on third antennal segment; B, cornicle ; C, cauda ; 

D, anterior wing ; E, head and antenna of apterous $ ; F, Variations of 

the cornicle ; G, cauda. 

reaching past the second pair of legs, often nearly to the third ; acuminate ; apical 
segment narrower and longer than the penultimate. Legs normal; tibiae with a 
few scattered hairs. Length, 1-1‘4 mm. 

Egypt: Gizeh, 26.V.10 (F. G. Willcocks). 

Food-plant. — Bauhinia. 

Described from a number of apterous and alate females taken by Mr. Willcocks 
on the leaves of a Bauhinia, preserved in spirit, but still showing faint colours. The 
structure of the antennae in the alate female will at once separate it from other 
Egyptian species. 

There appears to be some variation in the shape of the head in front, some mounts 
showing it to be quite flat, whilst in others it is slightly projecting in the middle 
and at the sides; and the number of antennal sensoria vary, four being the fewest 
and seven the most I have seen on the third segment. 
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7. Aphis buddleiae, sp. nov. (fig. 7). 

Alate viviparous female. — Head dusky, tinged with olivaceous ; eyes black. 
Antennae shorter than body ; first and second segments pale, olivaceous ; third 
dusky, pale at the base ; fourth to sixth dusky ; first segment a little larger than 
second; third a little longer than fourth and shorter than sixth, with 14—1G round 
sensoria of varied sizes ; fourth as long as the fifth, with 3-5 round sensoria ; sixth 
as long as 4 + 5, its basal area slightly less than half the length of the flagellum ; 
third to sixth imbricated ; the whole of the antennae are rather thick. Proboscis 
long, reaching well past third coxae ; acuminate ; the apical segment narrow, about 
twice as long as the penultimate. Pronotum lemon-yellow, dusky in front. Thoracic 
lobes brownish black to deep blackish-brown. Abdomen lemon-yellow; skin 
reticulate. Cornicles black, about as long as third antennal segment; cylindrical, 
but slightly swollen on the inner side near apex or base, or irregularly imbricated. 
Cauda lemon-yellow, with dusky apex to faintly smoky ; rather short and triangular ; 




Fig. 7. Aphis buddleiae, sp. n. : A, head and antenna of apterous $ ; 

B, cornicles ; C, head and antenna of alate §; D, apex of proboscis ; 

E, anterior wing ; F, cornicles ; G, cauda 

about one-third the length of cornicles, and projecting beyond them ; spinose, with 
three pairs of pale lateral hairs and one dorsal subapical one. Anal plate smoky; 
spinose, with a few long pale hairs. In front of the cornicles on each side of the 
abdomen are three pale dusky spots and one at the base of each cornicle, and two 
pale dusky bands across the apical segments of the abdomen. Legs long and rather 
thin; first pair with femora and tibiae pale ochreous ; apex of tibiae and the tarsi 
dusky ; the second have also the apex of the femora dusky, and the third pair the 
same. Wings with yellowish insertions ; cubital vein yellow; costa yellowish ; 
stigma pale and ill-defined, yellowish to ochreous smokv; lower margin somewhat 
greenish. Length, 1*3 to 1*5 mm. 
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Apterous viviparous female. —Bright lemon-yellow, slightly mealy, with black 
cornicles. Head lemon-yellow ; eyes black. Antennae shorter than the body ; first 
and second segments lemon-yellow ; third and fourth paler ; fifth pale, with smoky 
apex ;• sixth smoky; the first a little wider than second ; the third longer than 
fourth, not quite so long as the sixth ; fourth about as long as the fifth ; the basal 
area of sixth about one-third the length of the flagellum ; third to sixth faintly 
imbricated. Proboscis long, reaching past the third pair of legs, pale, acuminate; 
the apical segment rather narrow, about twice as long as the penultimate. Thorax 
and abdomen lemon-yellow. Cornicles dull black, thick, somewhat expanding 
basally, a little longer than the third antennal segment; curved outward; imbricated; 
variable in thickness, some being very much thicker than others, reaching about to 
the level of the cauda. Cauda shaded to dusky ; much shorter than cornicles; 
almost triangular; slightly spinose, with three pairs of lateral hairs and one or two 
subapical dorsal curved ones. Legs moderately long and thin; femora lemon- 
vellow ; tibiae pale, with dusky apex ; tarsi dusky ; coxae and trochantas lemon- 
yellow. Venter lemon-yellow. A pale papilla on each side of pronotum; one 
between the meso- and meta-thoracic legs and one between the cornicles and cauda 
on each side. Skin reticulate. Length, l - 2-l"6 mm. 

Nymph. —Lemon-yellow, slightly mealy. Antennae with first and second 
segments of the same colour as the head ; third and fourth pale yellow ; fifth very 
pale yellowish ; tip dusky ; sixth dusky. Eyes black ; ocelli dusky. Prothorax of 
the same colour as the head, slightly mealy. Metathorax lemon-yellow, slightly 
mealy. Abdomen lemon-yellow, reticulate. Cornicles black. Cauda lemon-yellow, 
with dusky apex. Wing buds yellow. Legs pale yellowish ; tips of tibiae and tarsi 
dusky. 

Egypt: Cairo, 10.vi.10 (T . Brown, per E. C. Willcocks). 

Food-plant.—Buddleia madagascariensis. 

Described from a few alate females and many apterae. In general appearance 
this species resembles Aphis nerii and Aphis asclepiadis, but it can be distinguished 
at once by the shorter antennae and the marked sensorial structure in the alate 
female; also by the shorter and thicker cornicles, the much shorter cauda, and the 
much longer proboscis. Although presenting a general resemblance to A. nerii, 
it is very distinct. 

It occurs in great numbers on the leaves of the Buddleia. 


8. Aphis mathiolae sp. nov. (fig. 8). 

Alate viviparous female . — Head dusky olivaceous to blackish; eyes very dark 
brown, almost black. Antennae shorter than body ; two basal segments olivaceous ; 
third pale at base, dark at apex ; fourth to sixth black, apex of latter slightly paler 
than base ; first segment a little broader and very slightly longer than second ; the 
third longer than fourth and about as long as sixth, with 13-16 round sensoria, of 
unequal size, over its whole length; fourth with 3-5 sensoria, a little longer than 
fifth ; the latter may have an extra sensorium in addition to the normal subapical 
one ; sixth about as long as 4 -f- 5, its basal area about .one-third the length of the 
flagellum; segments 3-6 imbricated. Proboscis dusky at apex, reaching to or just 
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past the second pair of legs ; its apical segment a little longer and narrower than the 
penultimate. Prothorax yellowish green with a dusky olivaceous collar. Thoracic 
lobes polished blackish or olivaceous black. Abdomen green, skin reticulate; two 
blackish transverse bars at the base; a submedian row of small black specks, and 
there may be a transverse row in front of and between the cornicles ; three large 
black spots on the sides of the abdomen in front of the cornicles, and one at the 
base of the cornicles, making four on each side. Apical margin of caudal and pre- 
caudal segments of abdomen blackish. Cornicles dusky at base, median area 
somewhat greenish or pale smoky ; apex' dark ; rather short and thick ; about as 
long as the cauda and much shorter than the third antennal segment, imbricated. 

* Cauda obscure ochreous ; spinose, • bluntly acuminate ; with three pairs of lateral 
hairs. Anal plate darker than cauda. Legs with dusky greenish femora, paler at 
their base; first pair paler than second and third ; tibiae yellowish, black at the 
apex ; tarsi black ; coxae and trochanters greenish. Wings with greenish insertions ; 



Fig. 8. Aphis mathiolae, sp. n. : A, antenna of alate $ ; a, third 
segment further enlarged; A, cornicle; C, cauda; D, apex of wing; 

E, head and antenna of apterous $, F, cornicle; G-, cauda. 

costa smoky ; cubitus yellowish ; stigma smoky ; oblique veins dusky. Venter of 
prothorax and head greenish ; of head darker than prothorax. Sternal plates blackish 
to blackish brown. Venter of abdomen green. A pale papilla on each side of 
pronotum; one between the meso- and meta-thoracic legs and one between the 
cornicles and cauda on each side. The cauda projects well beyond the cornicles. 
Length, 2 mm. 

Apterous viviparous female. — Antennae shorter than body ; first segment wider 
than second ; third one and a half times as long as fourth and as long as the sixth ; 
fourth slightly longer than fifth ; sixth about as long as 4+5; its basal area not 
quite half the length of the flagellum ; third to sixth imbricated. A papilla on each 
side of pronotum and one between the meso- and meta-thoracic legs and another 
between the cornicles and cauda. Proboscis reaching to the second coxae ; rather 
broad ; apical segment as wide as penultimate and a little longer. Cornicles 
apparently dusky, a little longer than cauda ; expanding basally ; imbricated. 
Cauda palish, projecting beyond the cornicles ; spinose, with three pairs of lateral 
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hairs, curved at their apices. Anal plate darker than cauda ; finely spinose, with 
some long pale hairs. Legs moderately long and thick ; a few short hairs on femora 
and tibiae ; apex of tibiae and tarsi dusky. Length, 17-2 mm. 

Egypt: Ghezireh, 15.iv.09 (F. C. Willcocks). 

Food-plant. —Ornamental stocks. 

Described from a long series collected by Mr. Willcocks (preserved in spirit) and 
from colour notes sent with them. It is a rather obscure species, which, however, 
I cannot place with any described form. ' 

Three specimens mounted in balsam sent under the same number and food-plant 
differ and I place them as a separate species, which is described as A. mathiolellae. 

9. Aphis mathiolellae, sp. nov. (fig. 9). 

Alate viviparous female. —Differs from the previous species in that the third 
antennal segment has from 21-24 various-sized sensoria spread over the whole 
length; the fourth with 10-12 sensoria and the fifth with 3-4 sensoria. The 
cornicles are also of different shape (vide fig. 9) and show spiral ornamentation. 



Fig. 9. Aphis mathiolellae, sp. n. : A, head and antenna of alate $; 
a, antennal segments further enlarged; B, cauda; C, cornicle; D, apex 
of wing ; |E, apex of proboscis ; F, head and antenna of apterous $ ; 

G, cornicle ;jfH, cauda. 


Apterous viviparous female. —This differs in the more cylindrical form of the 
cornicles, etc., from the previous species. 

Egypt: Ghezireh, 15.4.09 (F. C. Willcocks). 

Food-plant. —Ornamental Stocks. * 

Found with Aphis [mathiolae. It may be a variety of it, but the marked 
structural differences of antennae and cornicles seem to me to indicate clearly that 
it is a separate species. 

Described from several alate females and a few apterae. 
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10. Aphis pruniella, sp. nov. (fig. 10).* 

Alate viviparous female. —Antennae shorter than body ; basal segment wider and 
longer than second; third longer than fourth, but not quite so long as the sixth, 
with 4-5 round sensoria scattered over the whole length ; fourth and fifth about 
equal in length, the latter with a normal subapical sensorium; sixth with basal 
area about half the length of the flagellum; all the segments imbricated. Head 
flat in front; eyes large; stemmata marked. Proboscis reaching to third coxae, 
acuminate ; apical segment longer than the penultimate ; pale at base, dark at apex. 
A prominent papilla on each side of pronotum and one between the meso- and 
meta-thoracic legs ; there are also other smaller lateral abdominal papillae. Cornicles 
dark, moderately long, cylindrical or slightly swollen towards the base; markedly 
imbricated, the imbrications long ; sides serrated. Cauda not nearly as long as the 
cornicles ; dark ; spinose, with three pairs of long lateral hairs, the apical pair curved 
inwards. Anal plate dark ; spinose, with some long hairs. Legs with apices of tibiae 
and all the tarsi dark ; tibiae with a few short hairs. Wings much longer than the 
body; the costa, stigma and veins yellowish brown; membrane slightly tinged. 
Length, 15 to T9 mm. 



B. 




Fig. 10. Aphis pruniella, sp. n., alate $ : A, head and antenna ; 

B, cornicle ; C,.cauda. *• 


Apterous viviparous female. —Antennae shorter than body ; basal segment larger 
than second ; third a little longer than fourth, not quite so long as the sixth ; fourth 
and fifth equal in length, the latter with the normal sub-apical sensorium ; sixth with 
basal area half as long as the flagellum ; all the segments from the third imbricated ; 
the third and fourth paler than the remainder. Head with small lateral prominences ; 
eyes large. Proboscis reaching past second coxae, acuminate; apical segment 
longer than penultimate. Prominent lateral pronotal papillae ; a large papilla 
between meso- and meta-thoracic legs. Skin markedly reticulate. Cornicles fairly 
large ; black ; somewhat expanding towards the base ; markedly imbricated ; sides 
serrated. Cauda dark ; very spinose; not so long as the cornicles; with three 
pairs of lateral hairs, curved apically. Anal plate dark, spinose, with a few long hairs. 
Legs with apices of tibiae and all the tarsi dark. Length, 15-1 9 mm. 

British East Africa : Nairobi ( T. J. Anderson). 

Food-plant. —Plum. 

Described from a number of alatae and apterae preserved in spirit. It appears 
to be a darkish species, with paler (apparently deep greenish) abdomen, and with 
dark antennae, cornicles, cauda and anal plate, and black thorax in the alatae. The 
sensoria on the antennae in the alate female separate it from any species I have yet 
seen on Prunus. The common Aphis pruni, Linn., has many sensoria on segment 
three and a good many on four and the cornicles are green, not black. 










286 


FRED. V. THEOBALD 


11. Aphis pomonella, Theobald (fig. 11). * 

Canad. Ent., xlviii, p. 262, fig. 9, 1916. 

British East Africa : Nairobi (T. J. Anderson). 

Food-plant. —Apple. 

Closely related to Aphis pomi, but can at once be separated by~(l) the different 
antennae and (2) by the shorter cornicles. A. pomi has more sensoria on segment 



Fig 11. Aphis pomonella, Theobald, alate $: A, head 
and antenna; B, cornicle; C, cauda. 


three and more irregularly disposed, and also some on segment four. Some American 
Aphidologists have pointed out to me that this may be only a variety of Aphis 
pomi, De Geer. 

12. Aphis pheidole, Theobald. 

Ent. Record, xxviii, p. 37, 1916. 

Found associated with ants ( Pheidole sp.) at Mwengera, N.-W. Rhodesia, ix. 1913. 

13. Aphis acetosae, Koch (non Linn, Fabr, Buckton) (fig. 12). 

Koch, Die Pflanz., p. 145, figs. 197, 198 (1857). 

Egypt: Ghezireh, 3.iii.09 and i.iv.09 (F. G. Willcocks). England: Wye, 
Kent, 7.vi.l5 {Theobald). Germany {Koch). 

Food-plants.—Rumex spp.* and Papaver spp.f 

Linnaeus’ and Fabricius’ Aphis acetosae in the alate female has two dark bars 
across the abdomen and also the Aphis acetosae of Buckton. J The specimens from 
Egypt and those I found at Wye show no trace of this ornamentation. These agree 
closely with the Aphis acetosae of Koch. I append a detailed description of this 
species, which must receive a new name, and I propose acetosella. 

Alate viviparous female {Rumex form).—Head shiny black to very deep shiny 
olivaceous ; eyes dark. Antennae black ; first segment wider than, but of the same 
length as, the second ; third longer than fourth but not quite so long as sixth, with 
13-18 sensoria over its whole length ; fourth longer than fifth, with 2-5 sensoria, 
three usually placed basally; sixth as long as 4 -f- 5, its basal area about half as 
long as the flagellum; the usual sensoria on fifth and sixth; all segments from 
third imbricated. Proboscis reaching to second coxae; green, with black apex. 
Pronotum green in front and behind, black between. Thorax shiny black. Abdomen 
green, very shiny; some with a dark green median line, others with the whole 
dorsum mottled with deeper green; on the sides of the abdomen are three dark 

* Syst. Nat., ii, 7340. 

f Ent. Syst., iv, p. 220 (1794). 

j Monog. Brit. Aphid., ii, p. 80, pi. lxii, pp. 5-7 (1877). 
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spots, cephalad of the cornicles. Venter of head and thorax dark green ; sternal 
plates black; venter of abdomen black. Cuticle of abdomen markedly reticulate. 
Cauda dark green to dusky black ; in some with a greenish apex ; not so long as 
the cornicles ; spinose, with four (? three) pairs of lateral hairs, the apical pair curved. 
Anal plate dark and spinose, with some long apical hairs. Cornicles black ; in some 
deep olivaceous, with a dusky marking on inner side of base (not equally visible in 
all specimens); slightly expanding basally and strongly imbricated ; imbrications 
long. Cauda projecting well beyond cornicles. A pale pronotal papilla on each 
side, one between the meso- and meta-thoracic legs, one caudad of the cornicles, 
and traces of five lateral abdominal ones. Legs with the first femora dull ochreous- 
brown; tibiae ochreous with dark apex ; tarsi black ; second femora dusky, except 
at base ; tibiae ochreous, with black apex ; tarsi black ; third pair of legs same as 
second; in some specimens the legs have a greenish tinge. Wing insertions 
greenish ; costa smoky ; cubitus green ; stigma smoky ; lower margin greenish ; 
veins dusky. Length, 2-2'5 mm. 



Fig. 12. Aphis acetosella, nom. n. : A-D, alate E-G, apterous $. 

Alate viviparous female (Papaver form).—Very similar to the preceding form, but 
the antennae are as follows : first three segments like those of the Rumex form, 
fourth longer than third, with 1-4 sensoria, three being placed more towards the 
apex ; basal area of sixth one-fifth the length of the flagellum. 

Ap>terous viviparous female (Rumex form).—Head greenish to reddish yellow. Eyes 
deep reddish-brown to black. Antennae not half the length of body ; basal segment 
greenish ; second greenish, but darkened apically; third black, except at base; 
fourth, fifth and sixth black ; basal segment larger than second ; third longer than 
fourth, nearly as long as the sixth ; fourth and fifth nearly equal. Thorax and 
abdomen a rich green with darker suffusions, to a rich yellowish-green. Cornicles 
greenish, with dusky apices; cylindrical, slightly expanding basally, faintly 
imbricated. Cauda yellowish green, not quite so long as the cornicles, blunt; with 
four pairs of lateral hairs; spinose ; projecting well beyond the cornicles. Anal 
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plate dusky ; spinose, with a few apical hairs. Lateral papillae as in alate female. 
Legs ochreous ; apical parts of femora brownish ochreous ; tips of tibiae brownish ; 
tarsi black. Length, l - 5-2 mm. 

Nymph. —Head yellowish green; eyes dark blackish-brown. First two segments 
of antennae greenish ; third pale at base ; remainder dusky; sixth darkest. Pro- 
notum green, yellowish green at sides. Thorax with median area yellowish green ; 
future thoracic lobes outlined with deeper green. Base of wing-buds pale whitish- 
green ; tips dark sepia. Abdomen rich green ; apex paler. Cornicles green, with 
dusky or black apex. Legs pale ochreous or greenish ; apex of tibiae and the tarsi 
dark. The nymph shows some mealiness on the head and abdomen subdorsally and 
laterally in the form of mealy whitish areas, more marked in some specimens than 
in others. 

Apterous viviparous female (Papaver form).—Somewhat greenish yellow to yellow 
or pale yellowish-green. Head yellowish ; eyes very dark brown. Antennae with 
first and second segments of the same colour as the head ; third to fifth pale ; fifth 
slightly smoky at apex; sixth smoky. Thorax and abdomen yellowish green. 
Cornicles pale, with dark apex. Skin of thorax and abdomen very finely wrinkled. 
Some specimens show a faint median dorsal and submedian lines of a green hue. 
Legs pale, apices of tibiae pale brownish, tarsi black. 

Nymph. —Head pale yellowish-green; eyes black. Antennae with first and 
second segments pale, also third and fourth ; fifth pale smoky, rather darker towards 
the apex; sixth smoky. Prothorax green, median area pale. Thorax green or pale 
green ; thoracic lobes more or less defined by deeper green borders. Base of wing- 
buds white to green ; wing-buds dusky. Abdomen green ; a median dorsal line of 
a darker green and submedian lines of the same colour. Cornicles pale, with dark 
apical ring. Femora pale, with faint greenish reflections ; tibiae pale ; tarsi black. 
Apex of abdomen pale greenish. 

I cannot see any very marked structural differences between the specimens taken 
on Rumex and those found by Mr. Willcocks on Shirley poppies in Egypt, except 
that on the latter plants the basal area of the sixth antennal segment is relatively 
shorter than in the Rumex form. The colours are the same and the sensorial structure 
of the antennae, the structure of the cornicles and the cauda agree exactly 
within general limits. It is likely that there is a migration between Rumex and 
Papaver and probably other plants, as we see with Aphis rumicis. Thus I have placed 
the Green Poppy Aphid with the Green Rumex Aphid provisionally. Mr. Willcocks 
thinks the same species occurs on thistles ( Carduus ) and lettuce ( Lactuca ). I can 
detect no difference between the Green Rumex Aphis of Europe {Aphis acetosae, 
Koch) and those sent from Egypt. 

Linnaeus’, Fabricius’ and Buckton’s Aphis acetosae, I think, are only pale 
varieties of rumicis —the dark transverse abdominal bands described being clearly 
seen in the latter on certain plants and being more marked in certain years than in 
others when on Rumex. Walker* placed Linnaeus’ acetosae as a synonym of rumicis. 
In 1912 I considered it distinct on account of taking Koch’s acetosae for Linnaeus’ 
species.f 

* List. Homopt. Ins. Brit. Mus., pi. iv, p. 982 (1852). 

f Journ. Board Agric., p. 467 (1912). 
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Fabricius* * * § says of Aphis acetosae, Linn., “ Parvus totus niger fascia viridi. 
Habitat in Rumice acetosa.” 

Bucktonf says of his alate female, “ Head and thorax shiny black. Abdomen 
shining, dark olive-green, with obscure transverse bars ” ; and of the apterous 
female, “ dark brown or nearly black ” ; he figures the alate female as all black 
(Plate lxii, fig. 7). 

Miss Patcht lists Linnaeus’ acetosae on Atriplex hortensis (Hunter, 1901, p. 104), 
and Kaltenbach§ records Fabricius’ acetosae on Rumex conglomeratus ; presumably 
these refer to Linnaeus’ species and not the acetosae of Koch. 

The colour notes were sent me by Mr. Willcocks. 

14. Siphocoryne (Aphis) pseudobrassicae, Davis. 

Canad. Ent., xlvi, pp. 231-234 (1914). 

Professor Davis of Lafayette, Indiana, writes me that he has received this species 
from Mr. Lounsbury from the Cape. 

It is closely related to Aphis brassicae and can, so far as I can see, be separated 
from that species only by the alate female having sensoria on segment four of the 
antennae. 

It is found on radish, turnip, rape, kale, mustard and turnip greens. Davis 
records it from Geneva, New York; Evansville, Indiana; Lafayette, Indiana; 
and College Station, Texas. 

The specimens I recorded from turnips from Onderstepoort, Transvaal, as Aphis 
brassicae (Bull. Ent. Res., iv, p. 320, 1914) show no trace of sensoria on segment 
four, so are undoubtedly not this species. The other African records I have 
given refer only to apterae and these evidently cannot be separated in the two 
species. 

. 15. Hyalopterus insignis, sp. nov. (figs. 13, 14). 

Apterous viviparous female. —Rich dull brown, covered with white or slightly 
greyish-white farinose or flocculent secretion, except in certain areas (figure 13) 
which appear black to the naked eye or low power lens ; this ornamentation is very 
marked in fresh specimens. Head entirely covered with white secretion; eyes 
black. Antennae slightly less than half the length of the body ; the first and second 
segments dusky ; the third ochreous, dusky towards the apex ; rest of antennae all 
dusky ; first segment considerably larger than second ; third as long as fourth and 
fifth, and about as long as the sixth ; fourth and fifth about equal; third to sixth 
showing faint imbrication; basal area of sixth not nearly as long as the flagellum. 
Proboscis short and thick, only just reaching the base of second pair of legs; the 
last two segments nearly equal in length; the apical one bluntly acuminate. On 
pro-, meso- and meta-notum a dark central area, remainder (except for narrow 


* Ent. Syst., iv, p. 220 (1794). 

t Monog. Brit. Aphid., ii, p. 81, pi. lxii, figs. 5-7 (1877). 

% Bull. 220, Maine Agric. Exp. Sta., pp. 289-290 (1913). 

§ Die Pflanz. Ins., p. 519 (1874). 

(C419) 
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markings as figured) covered with white farinose matter. Abdomen showing one 
large median black area, a dark line between the cornicles and a dark median line. 
Fore femora and tibiae ochreous ; tarsi black ; mid and hind femora black ; tibiae 
ochreous, with black apices ; tarsi black ; a few short hairs on femora and tibiae ; 
coxae dark. Cornicles short; conical to cylindrical; black ; from one-third to nearly 
half the length of the cauda. Cauda black, bluntly acuminate, spinose. Anal plate 
black. Length, r5-T8 mm. 



Fig. 13. Hyalopterus insignis, sp. n., apterous $, 
showing dark areas; greatly enlarged (F. C. W.). 

These specimens were found in January. Colonies found in June had the brown 
colouring not so dark, but some so dark as to appear black to the naked eye. The 
cauda was also noticed to be of the same colour as the body, not black. The extent 
and shape of the naked areas ( i.e ., devoid of mealy secretions) are slightly variable, 
but all exhibit the large area in the median region of the abdomen, and in some the 
dark brown between the cornicles surrounds their base. 

A.late viviparous female .—Dusky rich brown, covered with a greyish -white 
farinose secretion. Eyes red. Antennae with first segment dark ; second pale ; 
third pale at base, its apex and other segments dusky. Femora all dark ; tibiae 
yellowish, apex of second and third pairs dark ; tarsi dark. Cornicles and cauda 
dark. Wing insertions yellowish; costa, cubitus, stigma and other veins dark. 

The above is the general appearance of the January brood. 
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The June brood is described by Mr. Willcocks as follows :— 

Head black and shiny, but sparsely covered with farinose secretion and so 
appearing a dusky grey ; eyes red. Antennae with first segment dusky; second 
to fourth yellowish ; fifth yellowish with smoky apex ; sixth dusky. Thorax of the 
same colour as the head. Abdomen brown, a mealy band at base, lateral margins 
mealy ; a lateral row of four mealy, overlying dusky, slightly protuberant spots ; 
two conspicuous mealy areas surrounding the cornicles ; apex mealy ; middle part 
of abdomen always naked and thus dark. Cornicles dark. Cauda brown. Legs : 
first pair yellowish ; tarsi dark ; second pair with dusky femora, yellow tibiae and 
dark tarsi; third pair as in the second, but the apex of the tibiae dark. Wing 
insertions yellowish ; stigma smoky ; cubital smoky; costa and obliques dusky. 
The antennae are shorter than the body ; basal segment larger than second ; third 
as long as 4 -f- 5 and slightly longer than sixth, with 5-6 large round sensoria ; 
fourth very slightly longer than fifth, to about equal; basal area of sixth more than 
half as long as the flagellum. 



Fig. 14. Hyalopterus insignia, sp. n. : A, antenna of alate $; 
B, proboscis ; C, head and antenna of apterous $; D, cornicle; 

E, cauda. 


Nymph .—Head and thorax dusky, mealy ; eyes dark red. Antennae with the two 
basal segments of the same colour as the head : third to fifth pale yellowish, almost 
yellowish white ; sixth smoky. Thorax brownish, but its sparse farinose covering 
gives the appearance of an ill-defined grey, tinged with green. Apical half of 
wing-buds darkest. Abdomen brownish and mealy, but the median area and median 
line are bare of the mealy substance. Cornicles dark. Cauda of the same colour 
as the body. Legs very pale yellowish or yellowish white, slightly farinose; femora 
of third pair smoky. 

Egypt: Ghezireh, 20.i. 1912 (F. C. Willcocks). 

Food-phnt .—Reed grass or buffalo grass. 

Described from spirit specimens and slides sent me by the collector with his colour 
notes on the various stages. 

It lives in colonies on the undersides of the leaves. 

It is a very marked species, easily recognised when alive by the marked decoration 
of the body. 

(C419) 
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16. Myzus pterisoides, sp. nov. (fig. 15). 

Alate viviparous female. —Dark in colour, with deep reddish abdomen, as seen 
in spirit specimens ; some seem to be all black ; some appear as if greenish and 
paler beneath. Mounted in balsam, the head and thorax are black ; the abdomen 
garnet red. Antennae dark ; longer than the body, the sixth segment paler than the 
rest; basal segment wider and longer than the second ; third longer than fourth 
to almost the same length, with 7-9 round sensoria on the basal half ; the third from 
the base being usually smaller than the rest: fourth a little longer than fifth ; 
sixth as long as 4 -f 5. Eyes very large, dark; median ocellus prominent. 
Proboscis reaching to third coxae, in a few even just beyond and in others scarcely 
to them; the last two segments nearly equal. Legs rather long and thin, dark ; 
tibiae paler, except at apex. Cornicles black, long, thin, cylindrical, slightly swollen 
in the middle or nearer the apex ; faintly imbricated ; with a few transverse striae 
apically, almost of reticulate nature, shorter and thicker than third antennal segment 
to nearly the same length. Cauda small; pale to pale dusky; bluntly acuminate, 
spinose, with three hairs on each side, curved apically ; the small cauda is very 



Fig. 15. Myzus pterisoides, sp. n. : A, head ana antenna of mate $; 

B, cauda and cornicle ; C, wing ; D, Head and antenna of apterous 

markedly shorter than the long cornicles ; in some specimens they appear as if dull 
smoky yellow. Hairs of head and body short and rather blunt. Wings normal; 
with dark veins, the membrane being tinged very narrowly on each side of the veins 
and slightly more markedly so where they join the border; stigma smoky. 
Length, I'6-2 mm. 

Apterous viviparous female. —Dark; some paler beneath. Antennae longer than 
body ; basal segment slightly longer and much broader than the second; third 
longer than the fourth, but shorter than the sixth, with 3-4 round sensoria near the 
base ; fourth longer than the fifth ; sixth as long as 4 -f 5. Eyes large and apparently 
dark. Proboscis reaching to third coxae ; in a few beyond and in some just cephalad. 
Cornicles black ; cylindrical, but irregularly swollen to a slight extent; about as 
long as the fourth antennal segment; faintly imbricated and slightly expanded 
basally. Cauda paler; small, spinose, with three hairs on each side, pale and curved 
and more or less closely appressed to the cauda. Legs long and thin ; dark, except 
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base of femora ; with a few scattered hairs. Anal plate dark, with some long, pale 
hairs. Small, slightly capitate hairs on the head ; body apparently with no hairs. 
Length, 1’8 - 2 mm. 

Uganda : Kampala ( C. C. Gowdey ). 

Food-plant. — Ferns. v 

Described from a number of alatae and apterae. Its general appearance and 
shape resemble at first sight Idiopterus nephrolepidis, Davis, found on ferns in 
America and England, but it is quite distinct. The wings show a marked, yet 
narrow pale clouding along most of the veins, which also make it resemble Davis’ 
species, but the typical Myzus character and the antennal structure are quite distinct. 
The colour can only roughly be described, as no colour notes were sent. 

In alcohol this insect gives a rich deep port-wine stain to the fluid. 

New Localities and Food-plants. 

Rhopalosiphum dianthi, Schrank. 

Bull. Ent. Res., iv, p. 320 (1914); vi, p. 153 (1915). 

Egypt: Cairo, 21.iii.08 and Spring, 1907 ; Ghezireh, 21.ii.08 (F. C. Willcocks). 

Food-plants. —On cabbages and savoys in great numbers, both alatae and 
apterae, in company with Aphis brassicae, Linn. 

Aphis (Siphocoryne) brassicae, Linnaeus. 

Bull. Ent. Res., iv, p. 320 (1914). 

Egypt: Cairo, 16.iii.08 and Spring, 1907; Ghezireh, 21.ii.08 and 2.iv.09 
(F. C. Willcocks). 

Food-plants. —On cabbage and savoys, in company with R. dianthi ; many alate 
females and apterae. This species is now placed in the genus Siphocoryne, and I 
think correctly. 

Hyalopterus pruni, Fabricius. 

Hyalopterus arundinis, Fabricius. 

Hyalopterus phragmiticola, Oestlund. 

Previously recorded from Cairo on Prunus spp. and various rushes (Arundo). 

Recently Mr. Willcocks has sent me specimens from the apricot or mishmish, 
taken at Gizeh (10.iii. 10), both alate and apterous females and also oviparous 
females taken in January and notes on a winged male from the same locality. His 
descriptions of the sexual forms are appended. He also sent specimens taken on 
reed grass taken in February in the same locality. He finds that this grass is the 
only alternative food-plant to the peach, apricot and plum. The insect appears in 
large colonies on the underside of the leaves of the apricot, the leaves being little 
malformed or curled, most hardly at all, a few with the margin slightly turned 
down. The attack is usually severe during the spring months and the growth of 
young trees is checked. The effect of this Aphid on peach is more marked, the 
foliage suffering to a greater degree. 

I have never seen it on apricot or peach in this country, but it has been sent me from 
the former from Woodbridge, Suffolk. 
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Oviparous, female.- —Apple-green, of a darker shade than the viviparous female 
or spring stem-mother, with an irregular dorsal line of a darker shade of green than 
the general colouring. Head green, in some lights dusky green, very sparsely and 
irregularly covered with whitish meal; eyes very dark red. Antennae with the 
two basal segments green; the second paler than the first; third and fourth paler 
green; fifth smoky, base pale. Prothorax and mesothorax green; pronotum 
sparsely covered with meal. The median dorsal green line commences on the 
anterior margin of pronotum and continues back as far as the base of the cornicles. 
Abdomen green, apical part from about base of cornicles to cauda of a darker shade 
of green or bluish green. Cauda green, hairs pale. Cornicle short and dark. Legs : 
first and second pairs all green, except the dark tarsi; in third pair the tibia is 
obscure greenish-ochreous ; tarsi dark. Venter and coxae green.” 

The most conspicuous features of the oviparous female are the small size and the 
prominent lateral accumulations of white matter, with which the shell of the ova is 
covered. This secreted substance is pure white and fibrous, the fibres short and 
rather coarse. 

The ova are 0*66 X 0'34 mm. ; black, and covered with a white woolly coat; 
when first laid yellowish green in colour. They are laid in the axils of the buds. 

Mr. Willcocks describes the oviposition as follows :—“ The female takes up a 
position in the axil of a bud; after the egg is laid she by means of her third pair 
of legs scrapes off the white secretionary matter from the two masses on the 
abdomen and packs it on the shell of the egg, to which it adheres. I watched a 
female carrying out this process .for 35 minutes, at the end of which period she left 
the egg, the latter having been fairly well covered. During the covering the abdomen 
is moved about slightly and may help in the work.” 

The oviparous females were found in January. 




